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Impressive, monumental city square is shown in aerial view of model of winning design for Boston City Hall.
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BOSTON, MASS. The team of New York-
ers who won the competition for the
design of Boston'’s City Hall—Ger-
hard M. Kallmann, Noel M. McKinnell,
and Edward F. Knowles—created a
proposal that is likely to be talked
about and argued for some time to
come. It is a quite complicated design
that will eventuate in a building of
simple, segregated masses. It is, at
first glance, a somewhat forbidding
monument, which has as one of its
main intents the inviting of public ap-
preciation and participation. It is one

I
of the strongest individual statements E g g IF,, -
to come along in quite a while, yet one . ¢
which will act, in the jury’s words, LRI
as a ‘“keystone between the historic .
past and the brilliant future which is = ERLES
to come.” 00 0 ) e+ g »

According to the architects, the
building is organized in three ele- ~ H -~ H
ments: public areas occupy the base, i
administrative offices the top, ap(i T "_' —pp— :
hung in between are the ceremonial
spaces. The City Hall is approached
across the new city square and over
a series of terraces that rise to the i

brick-faced “mound” form of the pub- (o CILLIEL LI
lic access area. The roof of this mound
is a “stepped terrain” by means of
which the visitor reaches the central
court containing a major sculpture.
The administrative levels are planned
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Section shows Mayor's office (left) and Council Chamber (right) below office floors

in tiers stepping back from this court E" RIS I e | S — LI
as they ascend. The ceremonial ele- e — MR R —— g s \
ments are marked by hooded window ) ¥ :
devices. From the great interior hall, "l e N alala {alkl ~H ol el
the visitor can realize all of the major : | gy | gy . 1y —
elements of the building. [ . EIEIT .

Structure of the building is based i PR B . - AL
on a system of 3-ft-square, cast-in- " - {_
place concrete columns and precast B R s S S IR W : il 1 Ralaiad
concrete vierendeel trusses 5 ft deep. = (L — — = 4"1: - [
The dimensions of the system are on a el el alaldalold ;l s g | e | g | ey | ey g | gy | g ‘
column;‘u' grid of 1."). ft and 30 ft 'hy T ﬂ sy ‘.. T 4‘_
30 ft. Cantilevered tiers of the admin- . L u
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istrative and ceremonial levels are o 0 n 0 "
constructed of floor-to-floor high con- -
crete trusses. Center section shows central court circled by stepping-back office floors.
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